MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
land we had only two large ships, and three or four fixed
stations ashore, but throughout the summer more than
a score of motor-boats large and small were in operation
over that great coastal area, each carrying its little
working-party, usually composed of scientists in the dif-
ferent branches: geologists and their assistants, botanists,
zoologists and archaeologists.
The members of earlier expeditions were in summer
confined to rowing-boats necessitating a large crew, or
else they had to make use of native craft, the 'women's-
boats5 of the Greenlanders and the ramshackle craft of
other Arctic peoples. So the motor-boat, too, has con-
tributed towards greater efficiency.
To turn now to winter transport: when the fjords are
covered with ice, and the land with snow, we must, of
course, go to work in another way altogether. Now the
dog-sledge, which we have copied from the Eskimos,
plays the most important part. We have perfected the
technique. We have built stronger, lighter sledges, and
shod the runners with nickel, so that they slide more
easily. And above all we have lightened the loads. The
introduction of primus stoves and modern tinned provi-
sions, and the use of light, reliable rifles of long range,
seem so natural to us now that we almost forget what
they mean to the traveller with the sledge. At the end
of the last century he had to bring heavy sacks of coal
with him, barrels of salted food and hard ships5 biscuits.
The tents were heavy and difficult to handle, whereas
ours are thin and light and at the same time stronger
and of more closely woven fabric. But the most import-
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